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FILE: B-190444 DATE: My 30, 1978

MATTER OF: John F. Mc(auley - Relocation Expenses

DIGEST: Baployee transported grandfsther clock in
connection with change of atation. While
cost of disassembling and reaasembling
andfather clock in comnection with ita
relocation is not allowable as miscel-
lansous expense where clock wan part of
household goods shipped under comrited
rate aystem, cost of servicing, leveling,
am) adjusting clock, if it can be deter-
mined, may be recovered as miscellaneous
expense since it is associated with in-
stallation of clock in new residence.

This is in response.to a request for a: advance decision from
Ms. Alda Eckes, an authorired certifylng of"j...er of the. Internal
Revenue Service (IRS), Mid-Atlantic Region, concerning payment of
a relocation expense voucher submitted by Mr. John F. McCauley,
an employee of the IRS. We have been asked whether the $45 paid
by Mr. Mc(Qauley for dismant..ing and reassembling a grandfather
tlock incident to his permauent change of station msy be paic
either as an expensc nt‘ transporting household goods or as a mis-
cellaneous expense.

M. Mc Cauley was tre-‘Jerred from Washingtun, D.C., to: Richmord ,
Virginia, and was reimbwsed under the commuted rate system for
the transportation’ of‘ 9,000 pounds of houseshold goods. The house-
hold ' goods shipped 1nc1uded the grandfatber clock. Mr. McGiuley
stated thait the movers would not transport the clock unless it
was dismantled (pendulum and weights removed), which required an
expertise that the carrier‘s drivers lacked. Therefore,
Mr. McCauley had to- hire other persons to have the clock disassembled
prior to the move at a cost of $20, ard reassembled ard sarviced
after the mowe for $25. This $45 was facluded by M. McCauley .
in his claim for miscellaneous expenses, and was suspended by the
certifying ot‘t‘icer perding owr determination of its allowability.

ngraph 2=3 1(c). of the Federal Trawi:l Regulations, FPMR
101-7 (May 1973} (FIR), regarding types of miscelianeous costs which
are ~wt reimbursable, provides that costs which are reimbursed
under other provisions of law or regulation may not be recovered
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under the miscellaneous expense allowance. Mr. McCauley has
already been reimbursed on a commuted rate basis, pursuant to FIR
para. 2-8.3a, for transportation of his household goods, includ-
ing the gmndfathar t:lock. The amount paid to him undar this
system is computed by multiplying the numbar of hundreds of pounds
vhipped by the applicable commuted rate per hundred pounds for
‘he distance shipped as shown in the commuted rate achedule. This
schedule is mide up to include the cost of packing and urpacking
household goods, as well as the actual transpartation costs, The
disassembling and reassembling of Mr. McCauloy's gramdfather clock
amounted to the packing and unpacking of the clock. In 2ach
individual case, the reimbursement paid under the commuted rate
system may be slightly more or leas than ths exact cost to the
employec. In this case, reimbursement for tie shipment of the
clock has already.been paid on.a commuted rate basia, and there
is no authorit,y to pay M, Mc(huler any additional amounts as a
miscellaneous exper_2 “or packing and urngacking regardless of the
expense actually incurred by him.for auch transportation.
B-178228, June %, 1973; and B-171808, March 31, 1971.

If it can be determined tiat a portion of the fee paid for
servicing the clock upon its arrival at the new residence is at-
tributable to adjusting and leveling the clock, then thit porticn
is allowable as an item of miscellaneous sxpense. Adjusting and
leveling is apparently necessary whenev:r  such a clock i= i':oved
from one posjtion r.o ancther, and is urrolated to anythirg t.hc
movers did or could have dom. As such, it would be reimbursable
urder FTR para. 2-3.1b as a cosat associated with its inpstallation
in the new place of residence. Matter of Gregory J. Cavanazh,
B-183789, January 23, 1976; and Matter of Irwin Kaplan, B-190815,

- March 27, 1978,

The voucher, which is returned herewith, should be handled

in accordance with the above.
7 Mk

Deputy Cumptroller neral
of the United States !
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